
 History Intent and Overview   

At Maple Tree Primary School history education aims to fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for history; providing a broad, balanced and 

differentiated curriculum; ensuring the progressive development of historical concepts, knowledge and skills; and for the children to develop a love for history. 

We aim to inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about history that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. A high-quality history education will 

help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world.  History teaching has a wide application to everyday 

life, teaching the children to enjoy learning about the past and to have a better understanding of the society in which they live.  At Maple Tree we provide a 

curriculum that is designed to enable our children to know about significant events in British history and to appreciate how things have changed over time and 

to develop a sense of chronology. Our scheme aims to introduce them to key substantive concepts including power, invasion, settlement and migration, 

empire, civilisation, religion, trade, achievements of humankind, society and culture. The children will know and understand how the British system of 

democratic government has developed and, in so doing, to contribute to a child’s citizenship education. History education will also provide the children to 

have knowledge and understanding of historical development in the wider world. 

 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception Marvellous Me! 
Looking at how they have 
changed over time. 
Differences from birth to 
now. 

Dark Nights and 
Celebration Lights 
A quick introduction into 
Guy Fawkes. 

Toys 
Discovering how toys have 
changed over time. 

We can be heroes! 
Personal history – life 
events with doctors, 
dentists, vets 
 

A bug’s life 
An introduction to British 
monarchy and the new 
king.  

Journeys 
Vehicles over time and 
changes that have 
happened 

Year 1 In the Deep Blue 
To research significant individuals Grace Darling. How the 
RNLI came to be. 

Turrets and Tiaras 
Lives of significant individuals – Kings, queens 
Queen Elizabeth 2nd ,the royal family and King Charles 3rd 

How have explorers changed the world? 
Looking at what explorers do. Name important explorers 
Christopher Columbus, Dame Ellen MacArthur, Matthew 
Henson. Identify where they travelled and know their 
achievements. 

Year 2 Fire! Fire!  
The Great Fire of London. The Gunpowder plot. 
Significant individuals, Samuel Pepys, Guy Fawkes. 

Artists 
The lives of significant individuals-artists, Claude Monet, 
Barbara Hepworth, Andy Warhol 

What is a Monarch? 
Know what a monarchy is, know some of the duties of a 
monarch. Discover the importance of coronation. Know 
William the conqueror and how he became king of 
England. 

Year 3 Stones and Bones 
Chronologically explore hunter gatherers and farming in 
Stone Age Britain. Changes from stone age to Iron age 

Extreme Earth 
Sir Edmund Hillary 

What did the ancient Egyptians believe? 
Achievements of the ancient Egyptians. The importance 
of religion and how this led to pyramids, tombs and 
mummies. Investigating the tomb of Tutankhamun, the 
importance of Egyptian Pharaohs. 

Year 4 Here Come the Romans 
Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 
understanding of British, local and world history through 
study of the Roman Empire and impact on Britain (army, 
resistance (Boudicca) religion) 

Riotous Rainforest 
A non-European society that provides contrasts with 
British history -  Mayan civilisation 

Were the Vikings raiders, traders or settlers? 
The struggle for Britain between the Anglo-Saxons and 
Vikings. Investigate whether the Vikings were raiders or 
settlers using historical enquiry techniques. Sutton Hoo 
and King Alfred. 

Year 5 Governing Greeks 
Study of Greek life and achievements and their influences 
on the western world. Greek culture beyond 1066. 
Influences on western world 

Into the Unknown    
Russia and North America space race 
 
 

What was life like in Tudor England? 
Comparing Henry VIII and Elizabeth I. The changing 
nature of monarchy. They monarchs tried to control the 

 

 

  



public perception.  Investigate whether people were rich 
or poor.  

Year 6 Britain at War 
Winston Churchill. WW2 national history. Local study 
effects of evacuation. 

The Game of Survival 
Explore significant individuals: Charles Darwin, Mary 
Anning and Alfred Wallace. 

What does the census tell us about our local area? 
Investigating local history during the Victorian period, 
children carry out an enquiry using the census, parish 
register, and factory records. changes to the family over a 
period of time and suggest reasons for these changes, 
linking them to national events. Planning their own 
historical enquiry, they research a local family. 

 

 

History Implementation 

To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in history, we implement a curriculum that is progressive throughout the whole school. History is taught 

in half termly stages, at times discretely, though often with clear links to the English curriculum and texts used. The lessons incorporate the substantive and 

disciplinary strands, including topic knowledge, chronological awareness, substantive concepts, historical enquiry and disciplinary concepts. Throughout the 

journey through history the children are expected to be aware of change and continuity, cause and consequence, similarities and differences, historical 

significance, historical interpretations and sources of evidence.  

History teaching focuses on enabling children to think critically and provides exploration of the subject. They are taught to be critical and analytical thinkers 

who are able to make informed and balanced judgements based on their knowledge of the past.  

Maple Tree provides a variety of opportunities for history learning inside and outside the classroom. Educational visits are an opportunity for the teachers 

to plan for additional history learning using primary and secondary sources. We also include external companies such as ‘History Off The Page” to use their 

services to either start or complete a topic with a link to real life experiences. All children will have these opportunities irrelevant of cultural capital. 

History Impact 

Our history curriculum offers high quality and well delivered lessons which encourage progression and confidence in skills. The children will leave school 

equipped with a range of skills to enable them to succeed in their secondary education. They will be enquiring learners who ask questions and can make 

suggestions about where to find the evidence to answer the question. They will be critical and analytical thinkers who are able to make informed and 

balanced judgements based on their knowledge of the past.  Good historical questioning helps pupils to gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of 

Britain’s past. Through our curriculum, pupils learn to think critically, ask perceptive questions and evaluate evidence. In order to ensure our aims have 

been met, we scrutinise topics through: 

 Assessing children’s understanding of topic linked vocabulary before and after the unit is taught. 

 Interviewing the pupils about their learning (pupil voice). 

 Moderation where pupil’s books are scrutinised and there is the opportunity for a dialogue between teachers to understand their class’s work. 

 Sharing good practice in staff meetings. 

 Learning walks  

 Knowledge organisers 

 


