
 MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD 

I am in the process of uploading the Spring term parent grids to the website which will give you a brief overview of 

what your child is learning in school this term. These will hopefully be with you by the end of next week, at the latest, 

so please do check then. Along with these I will also add this term’s Knowledge Organisers which the children have a 

copy of as it shows what they will be learning in certain subjects and the key knowledge they will need by the end of 

the unit.  These are useful documents and will share the learning that goes on in the Spring Term. 

 

This week, I have also been asked by Central Bedfordshire Council to share with all that they are looking for feedback 

about how our Council Tax is spent: 

The council is under huge financial pressure and is having to make some difficult decisions about increasing Council 

Tax and changing some services.  

Have a look at the options at www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/budget and tell us what you think. 

Paper copies are available in council libraries. If you need a paper copy sent to you or information in an alternative  

format, please consultations@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk  or call 0300 300 8301. 

All responses must be received by 4 February 2025.’ 

 

I hope you all have a good weekend.  
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Why must gymnastics be practised with bare feet? 

Some of the children have asked us this term whether they can wear ‘grippy 

socks’ to do their gymnastics instead of bare feet.   

Unfortunately, the answer is no. Gymnastics must be in bare feet.  

Being bare footed is common practice around the world because it is important 

that children are given opportunities to manipulate the muscles and tendons of 

their feet, and to develop dexterity of their toes and ankles. The challenge with 

grippy socks, is that although they enable more movement than maybe shoes, 

the children’s feet are still not as free as being bare. The socks will only offer grip on the sole, and the pupil will 

also need grip on the top of their foot at certain points, for example when on hands and knees on top of        

apparatus, climbing up sloped benches or balancing on nesting tables. Furthermore, school must manage the 

risk associated with a lack of consistency of socks across the class.  Not all children will have them, and those 

that are brought in will range in quality, appropriate fitting and so effectiveness. This then creates risk, and    

further challenge for the teacher. Our top priority is always to keep the children safe from harm, followed 

closely by supporting their development.  

https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/9F9E9E169B529219604E34F913FEDE8175BA6C82B52AB458FA797B622568C313/D79460DFD92C877FDF6B15ABB6703F9B/LE35
mailto:consultations@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
https://www.mapletreeprimaryschool.com
mailto:office@mapletreeprimaryschool.com
mailto:teacher@mapletreeprimaryschool.com


Fir Class  

Expressive Arts and Design 

This half term we are designing and making book marks. To start, this week 

we have practicing our skills of threading and weaving. We have been 

threading different sized beads, cotton reels, pipe cleaners, wool and 

thread. We have also weaved coloured paper together,  being careful to go 

under and over the strips of paper. 

 

 

 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy 

We have started our next level of phonics learning and we are now practicing 

writing words with our new sounds.  We are becoming much more confident 

at blending words and writing more independently.  

 

                         

 

 

Physical Development  

This half term we are starting gymnastics. We will be learning various 

ways of moving our bodies and starting to use some pieces of equipment 

to help us.  

Understanding the World  

In our Forest Schools sessions we are using large pine 

cones, lard and seeds to make bird feeders as birds can 

struggle to find enough food at this time of year. Look out 

for these coming home!  

Maths 

 We have been using our ‘quick eyes’ to 

subitise numbers 0-5.   

We are also beginning to look                                      

at 1 more and 1 less. 



 

 

Week beginning 13th January 2025 

The best attendance award is presented to:       

Juniper class this week! 

Mulberries 

91% 

Fir (YR) 

94% 

Yew (Y1)  

96%   

Aspen (Y2)   

96% 

Rowan (Y3) 

96% 

Poplar (Y4) 

97% 

Juniper (Y5) 

99% 

Elder (Y6)  

95% 

 

This week the 

awards are for... 
…looking after 

our learning  

environment! 

 

Fir:    

Isabelle 

Yew: 

Lana 

Aspen: 

Violet 

Rowan: 

James 

Poplar: 

Isabella 

Juniper: 

Eryk 

Elder: 

Niamh 

 

Well done to 

you all! 

 

 

This week’s  

House Winners      
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Mon 3rd Feb– FoMT disco 

5th- 11th Feb – Children’s mental health week 

Tue 11th Feb - Parents evening 4-6pm 

Thur 13th Feb - Parents evening 4-7pm 

Thur 13th Feb - Parent Forum 

Fri 14th Feb – FoMT non-uniform day  

Fri 14th Feb – Last day of half term 

HALF TERM 

Mon 24th Feb – First day of half term 

Tue 27th Feb – Maths parent workshop—6pm 

Thur 6th Mar – World Book Day 

Thur 20th March – Parent forum 

Tue 1st April – Rocksteady concert 

Thur 3rd April – Easter assembly (R+KS1) 

Fri 4th April – Last day of term 

Term dates for 2024-2025 can be found here. 

https://www.mapletreeprimaryschool.com/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=67





