
 MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD 

First off I want to thank FOMT for a fab disco on Monday night. The children definitely enjoyed themselves and it was a 

great way to return after half term. We should not underestimate the amount of work that goes into organising events 

like this, as well as the actually running of the evening, and I am very grateful to those who gave their time to ensure that 

the children had a great night! Thank you all! 

The second half of the Autumn term always has a different feel, the daylight is shorter, the leaves are turning and Autumn 

is truly here. It is one of my favourite half terms and there is a huge amount going on in the coming weeks with Christmas 

at the end to look forward to. Please do look carefully at the dates over the page so you are aware of what is coming up - 

there are trips and visits, focused weeks and whole school events; if you feel that there is something missing or you need 

more information regarding any of this, please do ask.  

This weekend is the Sandy Remembrance Parade and I am in no doubt that our chosen pupils will represent Maple Tree 

with respect. We look forward to seeing many of you along the parade route.  

 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend. 
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Upcoming Book Fair     Wednesday 27th November – Tuesday 3rd December 

On Wednesday 27th November, our Book Fair arrives and will be located in the school library.  

Your children will be invited down to browse the books that day and 

then the book fair will be open to parents and carers afterschool     

everyday from then until Tuesday 3rd December. To find the library, 

head down the right side of the front of the school afterschool where 

staff will be waiting to greet you. You will be able to pay via cash or on 

your phone via a QR code. We will also be selling books during      

Grandparents’ breakfast (28th November). 

Pupil Parliament Update: 

Pupil Parliament met with Miss Hyde before half term to plan for anti-bullying week. They had some amazing 

ideas which you’ll see in action at our open afternoon next Friday. 

Pupil Parliament met this week with Ms Cassidy to discuss events coming up. Year 6 - Katie and Torben - have 

been busy selling poppies this week in aid of the Royal British Legion.  The parliament representatives are also 

going to make a suggestion box so they can collect pupil voice from their peers. We also have a non-uniform 

day coming up in aid of Children in Need.   

https://www.mapletreeprimaryschool.com
mailto:office@mapletreeprimaryschool.com
mailto:teacher@mapletreeprimaryschool.com


DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Sunday 10th November Remembrance Parade 

Week beg 11th November Reception phonics drop-ins  

11th-15th November Anti-Bullying Week  

Wednesday 13th November Year 4 trip to Shuttle-
worth 

Thursday 14th November Author visit for years 5-6 

Friday 15th November 2.15pm Anti-Bullying Open  
Afternoon  

Friday 15th November Non-school uniform for Chil-
dren in Need (donation) 

Friday 22nd November Be Bright, Be Seen Day 

27th November-3rd December Book Fair 

Thursday 28th November Grandparent’s Breakfast  

Wednesday 11th December School Pantomime 

Thursday 12th December at 2.30pm Parent Forum  

Tuesday 17th December Rock Steady Concert 

Term dates for 2024-2025 can be found here. 

Mulberries Learning 

This week in Mulberries, the children have been exploring Bonfire Night. They create a class firework poem,  

salad spinning pictures and breadstick sparklers. 

Families Bulletin 
 

Would you like to know what      
support is available in your        
community for you and your       
family? 
  
Our weekly Families bulletin shares information on 
support available around topics such as mental health, 
youth support, finances and parenting. It also has de-
tails of upcoming activities and events in your local ar-
ea. 
  
Keep up to date with all events, support and news 
from your local area. Would you like to receive our 
weekly Families bulletin?   
 
Click here to subscribe 

 Kind regards 
 The Community Partner Team 
Children & Families Service 

https://www.mapletreeprimaryschool.com/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=67
https://pages.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/pages/families


Maths at Maple Tree 

Teaching for Mastery 

Over the past five years we have been part of a maths hub funded by the NCETM (The National Centre 
for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics) to develop and embed maths mastery. The underpinning 
principles of teaching for mastery in the classroom are: 

 Pupils are taught through whole-class interactive teaching, enabling all to master the concepts nec-
essary for the next part of the  
curriculum sequence. 

 In a typical lesson, the teacher leads back and forth interaction, including questioning, short tasks, 
explanation, demonstration, and  
discussion, enabling pupils to think, reason and apply their knowledge to solve problems. 

 Use of precise mathematical language enables all pupils to communicate their reasoning and think-
ing effectively. 

 If a pupil fails to grasp a concept or procedure, this is identified quickly, and gaps in understanding 
are addressed systematically to prevent them falling behind. 

 Significant time is spent developing deep understanding of the key ideas that are needed to underpin 
future learning. 

 Key number facts are learnt to automaticity, and other key mathematical facts are learned deeply 
and practised regularly, to avoid  
cognitive overload in working memory and enable pupils to focus on new learning. 
 
As part of my role as maths subject leader I attend termly CPD (Continued Professional Development) 
to then support staff with the mastery approach on a day to day basis. Most recently we have 
launched Mastering Number. Mastering Number works on the principles of children developing their flu-

The Future of Maths at Maple Tree 

The correct use of mathematical vocabulary is a continuous focus in maths learning. For instance your 
child may talk to you about ‘subitising’. This is the ability to look at a small set of objects and instant-
ly know how many there are without counting them. We also name the parts of a number sentence. For 
example in division:  dividend ÷ divisor quotient etc.  However, we want to develop this further. 

The next step: over the next year, and beyond, I will be researching and introducing oracy in the maths 
classroom. The underpinning principles of this are: 

‘Oracy is the ability to express your thoughts and ideas fluently through speech. In the maths classroom, it means pupils 
articulating their mathematical thinking and  

reasoning. Through discussion, pupils develop deeper understanding of the maths they are learning. Oracy is important in 
the maths classroom, as it gives pupils the chance to explore and verbalise their ideas, and to develop their thinking. It 

also gives teachers the chance to assess what pupils know and understand.’  

How can you support your child at home? 

There are many different ways you can support your child at home with maths. 
You can play board games—good old fashioned ‘Snakes and Ladders’ or 

‘Monopoly’. Whilst out walking, children can describe what they can see. For in-
stance, what shapes can they see, subitise sheep in a field. Collect conkers and 

subitise these. They can lay the table. You can ask them to tell 
you how many knives and forks they need. Play card games—
mathnasium has some great ideas. Look out for reading books 

that have a maths focus too. 

 

 



 

 

Week beginning 4th November 2024 

The best attendance award is presented to:   

Juniper class this week! 

Mulberries 

90% 

Fir (YR) 

92% 

Yew (Y1)  

95%   

Aspen (Y2)   

96% 

Rowan (Y3) 

97% 

Poplar (Y4) 

97% 

Juniper (Y5) 

99% 

Elder (Y6)  

96% 

 

This week the 

awards are for... 
…showing  

positivity in every-

thing they do! 

 

Fir:    

Jessica 

Yew: 

Arthur W 

Aspen: 

Albert 

Rowan: 

Oliver 

Poplar: 

Ralph 

Juniper: 

Evie 

Elder: 

Torben 

 

Well done to 

you all! 

 

 

This week’s  

House Winners      
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly totals: 

Buzzards 250            Robins  266 

Doves  227                Ravens 322 

Kingfishers 237        Swallows 93 

                 

 

Yew:  Max 

Aspen:  Christopher 

Rowan:  Fletcher 

Poplar:  James 

Juniper:  Ciaran 

Elder:  Evan 

For amazing geography this 

week! 

 








