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MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD

What a wonderful morning we had yesterday hosting breakfast for grandparents (and others). This is, without doubt,
my favourite event of the year and it certainly didn’t disappoint. It was lovely to see the children with family
members enjoying the crafts that had been provided for them - some of them were particularly challenging but our
value of perseverance ran deep! | would like to express a BIG thank you to the school staff who came in early to set

up and run this popular event.

The school feels very Christmassy today; as | write, school staff are decorating classrooms and corridors. This carries
us into this weekend when the choir will be performing at the Sandy Light Switch On event at 1.50pm on Sunday
afternoon. Please do take the time to come down and listen to them and whilst you are there, take a walk over to
Sandy Parish Church to look at our rainbow bright tree which will be proudly on display as part of the Christmas Tree
Festival over the weekend.

Finally, a reminder to look at the list of dates over the page; there is so much going on in school during the coming

weeks we would love you to be a part of.

| hope you all have a good weekend.

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION . . .
Appeal in school. You helped to raise an amazing

PO P PY APPEAL ® £298.79. This will make a great difference to the men

and women that the Royal British Legion support

throughout the United Kingdom. Thank you again.
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| Thank you to everyone who donated to the recent Poppy

Two days left of the Book Fair
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Our book fair continues on Monday and Tuesday
next week, selling afterschool from the school
library. To find the library, head down the right side
of the front of the school after school where staff 05 MoN
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will be waiting to greet you. You will be able to pay
via cash or on your phone via a QR code. Thank you

to all who have already attended.

Maple Tree Primary School, Hawk Drive, Sandy, Bedfordshire, SG19 2WA
Tel: 01767 699806 Web: www.mapletreeprimaryschool.com
Emails: office@mapletreeprimaryschool.com or teacher@mapletreeprimaryschool.com



https://www.mapletreeprimaryschool.com
mailto:office@mapletreeprimaryschool.com
mailto:teacher@mapletreeprimaryschool.com

To ensure we are helping everyone in the Maple Tree community to travel as sustainable as they can, we would
be really grateful if you could click on the link below and answer the five short questions. It will only take a
couple of minutes but your response could make a big difference to the safety and health of the children.

Thank you.  https://forms.gle/BGs6xVsLc1CRATtz9

Christmas cards

Christmas cards can be exchanged in school again this year between children. This is something
that we actively encourage as it is a good opportunity for writing practice. The cards will be
posted into the post-boxes in school ready for selected children to hand out. Please ensure that
on the front of each envelope is either the child’s full name or their first name and their class. This
will ensure that all the cards get to the correct children. e

Do you need any support with food this Christmas? Y

If you are worried about how you will be able to buy food for your family or a gift for
your child this Christmas, then The Need Project can help. All you need to do is con-
tact the school and ask to speak to Miss Hyde about the Need Project.

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Sunday 1st December Sandy Christmas Light Switch on and Christmas Tree Festival
Monday 2nd December Year 6 trip to Bletchley Park

Monday 2nd December FOMT Craft Fair 6-8:30pm

Wednesday 4th December Year 3 and 4 Faith Tour trip

Wednesday 11th December School Pantomime

Thursday 12th December at 2.30pm Parent Forum

Thursday 12th and Friday 13th December FOMT Elfridges shop

Friday 13th December UKS2 Christmas assembly —9:15-9:45am

Friday 13th December Mulberries Christmas songs and stay — 11am-12pm
Friday 13th December Carols on the playground- 3:40pm

Monday 16th December LKS2 Christmas assembly —9:15-9:45am

Monday 16th December Mulberries Christmas songs and stay — 2:30-3:30pm
Tuesday 17th December Rock Steady Concert

Tuesday 17th December KS1 Christmas assembly — 9:15-9:45am

Wednesday 18th December Reception Christmas assembly — 9:15-9:45am
Term dates for 2024-2025 can be found here.
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D & Technoogy

Here at Maple Tree, to ensure we teach DT confidently, we follow a scheme of work
https.//www.kapowprimary.com/subjects/design-technology/ this enables us to be

How is the DT scheme of work organised?
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Autumn in Poplar Class

English

| Over the autumn term Poplar class have
written poems about being strong,
resilient and over coming problems. We
have also learnt how to write a persuasive
advert and what literate devices are used

to convince people to buy products such
as repetition, positive vocabulary and puns. We are currently
reading The Great Chocoplot by Chris Callaghan and the
children are continuing the story. There is a particular focus on
punctuation of dialogue.

Science

In autumn 1 the children learnt about common electrical
appliances and how to construct simple series circuits. The
children known what cells, wires, bulbs, buzzers and
switches are. They had to build circuits and able to identify
a complete circuit and about conductors and insulators.
This term the children are learning about the human body
and have undertaken experiments to see the effects of
drinks on teeth!

Geography

History

Our topic of the ancient Mayan civilisation compliments the
learning about rainforests. The Mayan civilisation was very
successful but also had a brutal side to it. The children have
learnt about the creation of the Maya world, some of the gods
and the glory of being sacrificed. Chocolate was so important to
them and the wealth would eat it with chilli and honey.
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Maths 2z e e R
At the start of the year we were
learning place values and numbers up
to tens of thousand. We have also
learnt how to add and subtract two 4
digit numbers with more than one
exchange. The past few weeks we
have focused on all of the times tables.
We have been looking for patterns in
the tables and these that apply to

more than one times table.

This term we are learning about the importance of rainforests.
They are vital to the global for many reasons such as climate
change and wildlife. The children have been looking at the
structure of the forests and how the indigenous people
sensitively use the rainforests. The topic was brought to life
when we visited the biome and animals at Shuttleworth College.




Computing at Maple Tree
Fir

Yew

In Yew, we have been familiarising
ourselves with the parts of the
computer and how these
components vary between different
types of devices.

Rowan

In Rowan, we began the year with
learning about online safety and the
importance of strong passwords as
well as limiting the information that
we post about ourselves. This half
term, we have been learning about

data storing and analysis.

Juniper

This term in Juniper we have been
learning how we can keep ourselves
and others safe online. We have
learnt about cyber bullying and
trolling, but also, ways to manage this
and enjoy a positive relationship with

technology.

In Fir Class, we have been learning to follow
one, two and three step instructions as the

foundation of algorithms and coding.

Aspen

This term in Aspen, we have been
looking into, in more detail, “‘What is
a computer?’. We began practising
logging on with our own passwords
and becoming fluent with this
process before exploring different

software such as Sketch Pad

Poplar

This term in Poplar we have been
developing our coding - creating
simple scripts in Scratch. TO achieve
this we have been learning about
using decomposition and

understanding what variables are.

Elder

In Elder, we have been progressing
our coding skills and linking our
learning to our WW2 topic. We have
delved into the coding which took
place at Bletchly Park, some
historical figures in computing and

the evolution of computers.
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This week the

you all!

awards are for... ..beingagood
friend!

Fir: Yew:

Kobi Ivy
Rowan: Poplar: Juniper:

Bella Ralphy Theo
Elder:

Well done to
Alfie

This week’s
House Winners

RAVENS

Congratulations!

Weekly totals:

Robins 348
Ravens 359
Swallows 311

Doves 254
Kingfishers 259

velenrations and Weekly wiiisr
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Nfanekinee Awars

! Week beginning 18th November 2024

The best attendance award is presented to:

For amazing art this week!

Yew: Agamjot
Aspen: Harry

Rowan: Reggie
Poplar: Harper
Juniper: Mason

*
*

Elder: Luke .

Juniper class this week!

Mulberries Fir (YR)
91% 93%
Yew (Y1) Aspen (Y2)
95% 96%
Rowan (Y3) Poplar (Y4)
97% 97%
Juniper (Y5) Elder (Y6)
99% 95%




OPEN 12TH & 13TH
DECEMBER

ELEFRID GES'
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£3.50 PER PRESENT

Sean luere o pre- Mw' S5
PRE-ORDERING CLOSES ON
6TH DECEMBER!
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Christmas C‘raff Markef

Come along to our fun filled festive evening, with
amazing gift ideas and help show your support to
small local businesses.

From bows to books, candles fo colouring, we have a fab range
of stall holders waiting fo make your Christmas magical.

There will also be a raffle & refreshments available

Monday 2nd December 2024 6-8:30pm
Maple Tree Primary School, Hawk Drive,




