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[Th.e Sikh. Empire

The Sikh. Empire was founded in the early

century by Ranjit Singh who united the 12 Sikh
Misls andepen.dent states). The empire expanded
to include regions that today are within India,

[9th

Pakistan and parts of Afghanistan. With Lahore
as its capital, the empire was a symbol of Sikh
strength and religious inclusion.
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Maharaja Ranjit Singh b
Ranjit Singh was a brave and
clever leader who created the
Sikh. Empire in the early 1800s.
He built a powerful army and
ruled fairly, allowing people of
all backgrounds and faiths to
live peacefully. The Sikh
Empire grew to be rich and
successful because of his
reforms including improving
trade, roads and buildings, like
coating the Harmandir Sahib
gurdwara in gold.
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Punjab R rLa.h.ore. o

The Punjab is a region in South Asia, Lahore was a significant city in the

including today's India and Pakistan. It Sikh. Empire. It had busy markets where

was named after the Persian words 'Punj' traders bought and sold spices, clothes,

(ﬂve) and 'Aab' (waters) as it was the land jewellery and horses. Skilled workers

of five rivers. It is the birthplace of the made weapons, fine fabrics and gold

Sikh. faith and where the powerful, unified jewellery, too. As it was on a major

Sikh. Empire rose. trade route, people came from faraway
places like Persia (Iran) and Central
Asia to do business.
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(Sophia Duleep Singh

Sophia Duleep Singh was the granddaughter of
Ranjit Singh. She lived in Britain and became
famous for fighting for women'’s rights. At that
time, women in Britain were not allowed to vote.
Sophia joined a group called the suffragettes,
led protests and even refused to pay taxes to
show that women should have the same rights
as men. During World War I, she paused her
work. with the suffragettes and helped wounded
Indian soldiers.
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